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Welcome
On behalf of DUO, I welcome you to the seminar Digital 
Student Data Depositories Worldwide. We are proud to be the 
host of such an important event. The motto of our organiza-
tion is ‘Making education happen’. This means that students 
must be able to gather knowledge, and spread it, all over the 
world. Their credentials should not be hindered by frontiers 
either. It is good to see that people from all around the world 
share that notion. This seminar is another step to data without 
frontiers. I wish you all a good time and a fruitful meeting.  

Rob Kerstens, 
Director-General Dienst Uitvoering Onderwijs
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Program

09.00-09.30  
09.30-09.45  		
09.45-10.00 

10.00-10.45

10.45-11.15
11.15-12.15

12.15-13.30
13.30-14.30  

Arrival, registration and coffee 
Opening, Tim Birtwistle, chair of the day 
Welcome address, Rob Kerstens,  
Director-General, DUO 
Key Note Address, Tom Black, Stanford 	
University, USA 
Coffee break 
Presentations of three working systems, 
20 minutes each 
• 	National Student Clearing House: Rick 	
	 Torres, CEO 
• 	Diplomaregister Netherlands: Regina 		
	 Riemersma, Director Execution and 		
	 Service Provision, DUO 
• 	CHESICC – Ning Xiaohua, Assistant 		
	 Director-General, CHESICC 
Lunch 
Simultaneous workshops 
•	 ID Management: Victoriano Giralt, University 	
	 of Malaga, Head, Servicio Central de 		
	 Informática 
• E-Portfolio and Europass: Pedro Chaves, Erik  
	 van den Broek, Dik van der Wal, Theo Mensen 

14.30-15.00
15.00-16.00

16.00-16.30

16.30-18.00

20.00-22.30
 

Tea break 
Moderated panel discussion: How can our 
systems support/encourage skilled workers’ 
and learners’ mobility? Chair: Tim Birtwistle. 
Panelists: Tom Black; Rick Torres; Ning Xiaohua; 
Victoriano Giralt; Regina Riemersma
Rounding up: Findings of the day, Opening 
for signature of the Groningen Declaration, 
by which signatories pledge to:  
• 	Strive to phase out paper based  
	 educational data and documents 
•	 Promote acceptance of digital student data  
	 for purpose of migration, and academic  
	 and professional recognition 
•	 Discuss and, where possible, adopt  
	 international standards in the sphere of  
	 Digital Student Data Depositories  
	 Worldwide
•	 Establish Global standing secretariat on  
	 Digital Student Data Depositories  
	 Worldwide 
Social event: drinks and music. Academy 
Building, University of Groningen 
Dinner at DUO main office 
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Key Note Address 
It’s Time to Innovate:  Improving Student Data Portability

Greater student mobility, worldwide access to education and 
rapid technological change have created a new imperative for 
authorities certifying student progress and program comple-
tion.  Thomas Black, our key note speaker, argues that  it is 
time to approach our challenges differently, to adopt the new 
technologies and standards, and to apply them creatively to 
ensure that our students can compete in a world marketplace 
for their talents.  As it takes time to change conventions 
throughout the world, Mr. Black argues that bold action by a 
courageous few is required if we are to serve our students 
and other constituents properly in the future.



11

Workshops
ID Management

This workshop will be centred around giving users control 
over their own personal information, and how federated 
electronic identity can help to develop an ecosystem that 
allows for User-controlled disclosure of information. This can 
happen with information as diverse as educational or medical 
records.

10

E-portfolio and Europass

Workshop dealing with the current situation of e-portfolio’s 
development in The Netherlands. The e-portfolio is the 
depository of student and citizen data (such as diploma data).
It is crucial that these portfolios are internationally exchang-
able, hence the need for standardization. Standardization can 
refer to content (for example by using Europass documents) 
or by agreeing on international standards of exchange. The 
citizen / student should be the pivot as owner of his own 
data. This requires a reversal of thinking: from customer 
Relationship Management (CRM) to Vendor Relationship 
Management (VRM).
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1	 dr Yuri Akimov 	 MoE, RF 
2	 dr Tim Birtwistle 	 HEI Consultant, UK
3	 Thomas Black 	 Stanford University, USA
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5	 Arthur Bouman 	 DUO, NL
6	 Kor Brandts 	 DUO, NL
7	 Erik van den Broek 	 DUO, NL
8	 Pedro Chaves	 European Commission, Belgium
9	 Eyal ben Cohen 	 WorkPass, UK
10	 Jonathan Dempsey 	 Digitary, Ireland
11	 Luis Díez 	 SIGNE S.A., Spain
12	 Irene Emaar	 DUO, NL
13	 Victoriano Giralt 	 University of Malaga, Spain
14	 Xie Hanlin 	 MoE, China
15	 dr André Hesselbäck 	 Uppsala University, Sweden
16	 Man Kaijie 	 CHESICC, China
17	 Rob Kerstens	 DUO, NL
18	 Herman de Leeuw 	 DUO, NL
19	 Hans-Georg van Liempd 	 EAIE, NL
20	 Grethe Christina  	 University of Oslo, Norway 
	 Lingjærde
21	 Ron van der Meer  	 MoE, NL
22	 Theo Mensen 	 StePS, NL
23	 dr Janina Mincer-	 University of Warsaw, Poland 
	 Daszkiewicz 
24	 Evert-Jan Mulder 	 ROI HEC, NL

25	 Gonnie Nijhoff 	 Groningen University, NL 
26	 Jos Oosterkamp 	 DUO, NL
27	 Jan Otten 	 DUO, NL
28	 Wang Pei 	 CHESICC, China
29	 Antonio Pinedo Hoyvik 	 Signe S.A., Spain
30	 dr  Alexey Postnikov 	 Federal Service for Supervision in  
		  Education and Science, RF
31	 K. Ramkumar	 Central Depository Services  
		  (India) Limited 
32	 Simone  Ravaioli 	 KION SpA, Italy
33	 Regina Riemersma	 DUO, NL
34	 Manuel Rivera 	 Oficina de Cooperación  
		  Universitaria, Spain
35	 Joe Samuels 	 SAQA, South Africa
36	 Noor van Schaik 	 Groningen University, NL
37	 Margit Schatzman 	 ECE Inc., USA
38	 Yvonne Shapiro 	 SAQA, South Africa
39	 Rajesh Sinha 	 Fulcrum Worldwide, USA
40	 Christen Soleim 	 University of Bergen, Norway
41	 Irma  van den Tillaart 	 MoE, NL
42	 dr Dmitry  Titarev 	 Moscow State Technical University  
		  of Radio Engineering, Electronics  
		  and Automatics (MIREA)
43	 Ricardo Torres 	 National Student Clearinghouse,  
		  USA
44	 Kristiina Uolia 	 CSC, Finland
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NotesList of participants, continued

45	 Geir Vangen 	 University of Oslo, Norway
46	 Harm Voogt	 CV-OK, NL
47	 Robert Wagenaar 	 Groningen University, NL
48	 Dik van der Wal 	 DUO, NL
49	 Rooske van der Werf 	 DUO, NL
50	 Elizabeth Woldringh 	 Groningen University, NL
51	 Ning Xiaohua 	 CHESICC, China
52	 Per Zettervall	 VHS, Sweden
53	 Mariska Zwinkels 	 MoE, NL
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